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LOCAL HIGHWAYS BUDGET
I have an annual budget for small scale highways projects. This is usually allocated to projects for which there is no Highways budget, or desirable schemes which do not meet Highways thresholds or criteria for work. I have decided to use my budget to fund two schemes. I have yet to receive the costings, but these will probably take up my remaining money for the 2025/26 year.
KIRTON ROAD 
You will recall that in August I obtained agreement for Highways to cut back overgrowing hedge vegetation on 40 metres of footpath along Kirton Road. These paths are important as they are used by children walking to and from the primary school. I have liaised with my colleague Councillor Patti Mulcahy. She covers the neighbouring Division to me, our boundary is at the Innocence Lane crossroads. We have decided to jointly fund a major project of skirting on the paths along Kirton Road. Skirting involves digging back vegetation which is overgrowing the path, restoring the original path width. The skirting will be done as follows :
1. 235 metres from Durilda Green to Back Road, on the path at that side.
1. 270 metres from Innocence Lane to the start of housing on that side of Kirton Road.
1. 577 metres on the school side of Kirton Road from the crossroads to the end of the housing past the school.
 
OLD FELIXSTOWE ROAD ( SINGLE TRACK SECTION )
I am funding some cycle warning signs along this single track road. These are triangular signs to warn drivers that this single track road is shared with cyclists. There will be 14 new signs at points from the beginning of the single track road, past Morston Hall Road junction, to a point roughly opposite where Innocence Lane meets the A14.
Once costings have been received and approved, there is usually a 14 week period in which these works should be carried out.
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET
There is currently a public consultation on the County Council budget for the 2026/27 financial year. The consultation is held each year to seek public views on how money should be spent, what the priorities should be, and how to make limited resources cover all our statutory responsibilities.
The survey can be completed at    smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Budget2026/27
CHILDREN’S SERVICES
In August 2024 a report was issued on the SCC Children’s Services. This was produced by the Government agency “Inspecting Local Authority Children’s Services” (ILACS). The report said that improvements were required for the service to be good. There has now been a further report from OFSTED. This has focused on our “front door” service – how the public contact us and apply for our services. The report found “early signs of improvement”, a prompt response for children at risk, and high staff morale. Work is ongoing to create an integrated front door, a single central contact point for social care and children’s early help.
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